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April 25, 2011 
 
Mr. Mike King 
General Manager 
Bent Tree Community, Inc. 
40 Little Pine Mountain Rd. #20202 
Jasper, GA  30143 
 
Mr. King, 
 
Please except my sincere appreciation for the assistance provided to us by Rick, Tim 
and the entire Bent Tree staff.  The work done by these individuals made our job a lot 
easier.  With their help we were able to safely remove 54 deer from Bent Tree 
Community on March 14-15, 2011. The 54 deer removed resulted in approximately 
2,160 lbs of venison being donated to local charities.  
 
All of the deer were removed from locations identified by Bent Tree staff on either 
community property or property owned by individuals not residing in Bent Tree.  In 
all eleven bait locations were identified and of these nine were utilized for the 
reduction.  I’ve attached a map indicating the approximate locations of the nine bait 
sites used with the number of deer removed from each site also noted. 
 
As I mentioned above a total of 54 deer were removed with 41 being female.  Of 
these 41 females 35 were adult breeding age animals with the remaining 6 being 
fawns from last year.  Of the 13 males that were removed all but one were adults. 
Sixty-three percent of the deer removed were between 1.5 and 3.5 years of age 
(Figure 1).  Seven deer were fawns from last year and we recorded one female being 
over 9 years of age.   
 
All of the deer we removed were healthy and in good condition.  The average weight 
of all the adult deer was 104.5 lbs (Figure 2) with the average female weighing 102.4 
lbs and the average male tipping the scale at 110.7 lbs.  This is very similar to the 
average weights we see in the deer removed from Big Canoe.     
 
Further evidence of the deer’s good health is the fact that 100% of the adult females 
were pregnant.  All but nine of these females were carrying twin fawns.  Even the 9-
1/2 year old female was pregnant with twins.  In total 61 fetuses were collected and 
examined with 54% being female.  The age of the fetuses ranged from 57 to 133 days 
which indicates breeding activity from November 1 through January 17 (Figure 3).  
According to the fetal data the peak of the breeding season occurred in early 
December. 
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Figure 1.  Age distribution of the 54 deer removed from Bent Tree Community, 
March 14-15, 2011. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2.  Weight distribution of all adult deer (1.5 years +). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Mike King, General Manager 
Page 3 
 
 
Figure 3.  Fetal age distribution and approximate date of conception. 
 

 
 
 
I commend Bent Tree for their plans to continue conducting surveys and monitoring 
the deer density within the community.  I still recommend doing as much as possible 
to help the community make decisions on further management.  Exclosures have 
worked well in Big Canoe as another tool to gauge the effects of deer browsing.  This 
should be done away from homes in areas with as little human influence as possible.  
This will help avoid claims of bias such as supplemental plantings, extra fertilization 
or watering and deer harassment. 
 
If you need any additional assistance or have any questions about this report please 
contact our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
//s// 
 
Steve Smith 
State Director 
 
 
 
Attachment: 
Bait Location Map 
 
 



 


